Claims 



1 . A bumper for engaging at least one of a rear surface and a side surface of a vehicle 
that is adjacent a dock face of a loading dock, the bumper comprising: 

an engagement member attachable to the loading dock and being adapted to 
engage the rear surface of the vehicle; and 

a guide member adjacent the engagement member and being adapted to help guide 
the vehicle toward the engagement member. 

2. The bumper of claim 1, wherein the guide member protrudes further from the dock 
face than does the engagement member. 

3. The bumper of claim 1, wherein the engagement member extends higher than the 
guide member. 

4. The bumper of claim 1, wherein the guide member is adapted to engage the side 
surface of the vehicle. 

5. The bumper of claim 1 , wherein the guide member includes a tapered surface 
adapted to engage the side surface of the vehicle. 

6. The bumper of claim 1, farther comprising a sensor responsive to the position of 
the vehicle relative to the bumper. 



7. The bumper of claim 6, wherein the sensor is responsive to the position of the 
vehicle relative to the engagement member. 

8. The bumper of claim 6, wherein the sensor is responsive to the position of the 
vehicle relative to the guide member. 

9. The bumper of claim 6, wherein the sensor includes a photoelectric cell. 

10. The bumper of claim 6, wherein the sensor includes a proximity switch. 

1 1 . The bumper of claim 6, wherein the sensor includes a limit switch. 

1 2. The bumper of claim 6, wherein the sensor includes a pressure switch. 

1 3 . The bumper of claim 6, wherein the sensor is coupled to the guide member. 

14. The bumper of claim 6, wherein the sensor is coupled to the engagement member. 

1 5. The bumper of claim 6, further comprising a light responsive to the sensor. 

16. The bumper of claim 15, wherein the light is adjacent the guide member. 
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1 7. The bumper of claim 1 , wherein the guide member includes an anti-friction 
member. 

18. The bumper of claim 17, wherein the anti-friction member includes a roller. 

1 9. The bumper of claim 1, wherein the engagement member and the guide member 
are attachable to the dock face. 

20. A bumper for engaging at least a rear surface of a vehicle that is adjacent a dock 
face of a loading dock, the bumper comprising: an engagement member adapted to be 
mounted to the dock face and having a generally L-shape, wherein a first leg of the L- 
shape is adapted to engage the rear surface of the vehicle when the vehicle is at a certain 
proper position relative to the bumper, and wherein a second leg of the L-shape is adapted 
to engage the rear surface of the vehicle when the vehicle is at a certain improper position 
relative the bumper. 

21 . The bumper of claim 20, wherein the second leg protrudes further from the dock 
face than does the first leg. 

22. The bumper of claim 20, wherein the first leg extends higher than the second leg. 



23. The bumper of claim 20, further comprising a sensor responsive to the position of 
the vehicle relative to the bumper. 

24. The bumper of claim 23, wherein the sensor is responsive to the position of the 
vehicle relative to the first leg. 

25. The bumper of claim 23, wherein the sensor is responsive to the position of the 
vehicle relative to the second leg. 

26. The bumper of claim 23, wherein the sensor includes a photoelectric cell 

27. The bumper of claim 23, wherein the sensor includes a proximity switch. 

28. The bumper of claim 23, wherein the sensor includes a limit switch. 

29. The bumper of claim 23, wherein the sensor includes a pressure switch. 

30. The bumper of claim 23, wherein the sensor is coupled to the second leg. 

3 1 . The bumper of claim 23, wherein the sensor is coupled to the first leg. 
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32. The bumper of claim 23, further comprising a light responsive to the sensor. 

33. The bumper of claim 32, wherein the light is adjacent the second leg. 

34. A bumper system for engaging a rear surface of a vehicle that is adjacent a dock 
face of a loading dock, the bumper system comprising: 

an engagement member attachable to the loading dock and being adapted to 
engage the rear surface of the vehicle when the vehicle is at a predetermined proper 
position relative to the bumper system; and 

a guide member adjacent the engagement member and being adapted to engage the 
rear surface of the vehicle when the vehicle is at a predetermined improper position 
relative to the bumper system, wherein the guide member is adapted to protrude further 
away from dock face than what the engagement member is adapted to protrude. 

35. The bumper system of claim 34, further comprising a dock leveler that includes a 
ramp pivotal relative to the loading dock and a lip movable relative to the ramp between 
an extended position to reach the vehicle and a stored position to clear the vehicle, 
wherein guide member is adapted to protrude further away from the dock face than what 
the lip is adapted to protrude when in the extended position. 

36. The bumper system of claim 34, wherein the engagement member extends higher 
than the guide member. 

37. The bumper system of claim 34, further comprising a sensor responsive to the 
position of the vehicle relative to the bumper system. 



38. The bumper system of claim 37, wherein the sensor is responsive to the position of 
the vehicle relative to the engagement member. 

39. The bumper system of claim 37, wherein the sensor is responsive to the position of 
the vehicle relative to the guide member, 

40. The bumper system of claim 37, wherein the sensor includes a photoelectric cell. 

41 . The bumper system of claim 37, wherein the sensor includes a proximity switch. 

42. The bumper system of claim 37, wherein the sensor includes a limit switch. 

43. The bumper system of claim 37, wherein the sensor includes a pressure switch. 

44. The bumper system of claim 37, wherein the sensor is coupled to the guide 
member. 

45. The bumper system of claim 37, wherein the sensor is coupled to the engagement 
member. 



The bumper system of claim 37, further comprising a light responsiveto the 



The bumper system of claim 46, wherein the light is adjacent the guide member. 



